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Bekannte Leute - ramous peopre

‘Through the centuries, in areas as diverse as science and sports, literature and psychology, German-
speaking women and men have made invaluable contributions, both in their own countries and
abroad.

1. Albert Einstein (1879-1955) revolutionized physics with his theory of relativty. In 1933
he emigrated to the United States and began 2 lfetme teaching career at the Institte for
Advanced Stugy in Frinceton, New Jersey. He received the Nobel Prize for Physics in
1921

. Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1327) is perhaps the best-known composer of classical
music. Though his hearing became increasingly Impaired, he composed his greatest
masterpieces uring the last years of his Ife.

theories of the unconscious, neuroses, and dreams have had a lasting impact
on psychology. His daugnter, Ana Freud (1895-1382), helped deveiop the

3. Sigmund Freud (1356-1939)s the founder of modern psychoanalysis. His 3
study of chid psychology. A
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Richtig aussprechen Fronounce correctly

The letters of the German alphabet are almost the same as those in English, but the pronunciation
s diflerent. Listen to the rhyme and lear the alphabet the way many children in German-speaking
countries learn . Then pronounce each letter afer your teacher or after the recording

abcde,
der Kopf tut
mir weh,

parst
es ist wieder
qut, juchhe!
uvwx,
jetzt fehit
mir nix, yz,
jetzt geh ich
ins Bett.

‘There are a few more things you should remember about German speling and pronunciation

a The letter B (Eszett) s often used in place of the "double 5" (ss) in German speling
However, the B cannot always be substituted for the "double ", S0 it is important that as
‘you build your German vocabulary you remember which words are speled vith 8.

. Many German words are spelled and pronounced with an umlaut () over the a, o, or U
(8,6, 0). The umlaut changes the sounds of the vowels, as in Kase, Osterreich, and
Qriin. You will leam more about the use of the umiaut i the Aussprache sectons of the
book.
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htig aussprechen Pronounce corectly

Listen to how these common abbreviations are pronounced in Gemman,
VW BMW USA BRD ADAC BASF
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Wie heiBt du? - whats your name>

HGr gut zu Listen corectly
a. Listen and try to figure out what these students are saying.

Madchen: Hallol Wie heift du?
Ich heiBe Holger.
Junge Und du?
Wie heit du?
Madchen: Ich heiBe Handan.

b. Below are some popular first names of German girs and boys.
Listen to how they are pronounced.

Vornamen fur.
Jungen
Jens
Peter
Daniel
Andreas.
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Die Zahlen von 0 bis 20 - e numbers from 0 0 20

a HOr gut zu! Listen carefully!
Listento how the numbers below are pronounced. Then read each number.

o 1 2 3 ¥ 5 €6 * & 9 10

nul eins  zwel el vier  finf sechs sieben acht neun  zehn

11 712 13 79 715 16 7 18 18 20

off _zwolf_dreizehn vierzehn funfzehn sechzenn siebzen achtzehn neunzehn zwanzig

Lok again at how the numbers are wiitten in German. Pay particular attention to the numbers
4 and 2 Wnen using hand signals to indicate numbers of when counting on their

fingers, Germans use the thumb to indicate one, the thumb and the index finger to indicate two,
and 50'on. How do you indicate numbers with your fingers?

i ¥ ¥ ¥
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Warum Deutsch IBrnen? - wey ream German?

Americans of German-speaking descent
‘Can you guess how many Americans trace al or part of their ethnic background to
‘Germany, Austria, or Switzeriand? 10 milion? 30 milion? 50 milion? If you
‘quessed 50 millon, you were close! Forty-nine milion people, or about 20% of the:
population, reported that they were 2t least party of German, Swiss, or Austrian
descent

The early settlers
‘Germans were among the eariest setters in the United States. In 1683, the frst
group arrived from Krefeld and founded Germantown, Pennsyivania. Since 1683
more than seven milion German-speaking imigrants have come to this country

German towns and German words
Reminders of German seftiers are everywhere in the
United States. Town names such as Hannover in North
Dakota, Beriin in Wisconsin, and Potsdam in New York
are common, as are German family name like Kiein,

Meyer, and Schneider. Traditions such as Christmas
trees and the Easter bunny, words like pumpemickel,
noodle, wurst, dachshund, and kindergarten, and even
“typicaly American” foods such as hamburgers,
pretzels, and frankfurters were brought over by German-

‘speaking immigrants and have become part of our everyday cuture.
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rman and your career

n might play an important ol in your uture. Many employers consider knowledge of German to be:
an asset. You could use German in many professions — as a teacher, rofessor, braran, ravel agen.
lawyer, buyer, economist, publsher, jourat, ransator, fight atiendant, engineer, doctor —and. ofcourse,
tour guide. Many high-tech comparies name German as the language they prefer prospective employees
1o study. More than 1200 American companies have offices in German-speaking countres, and over
140,000 Americans fie and work there

Modern Germany

Above all, NOW is a great time
to discover German. With the
disappearance of the “iron
curtain®, you can travel freely in
the former German Democratic
Republic (East German), where

travel was restricted for over 40
years. History-making events.
like the fallof the Beriin Wall and the unifcation of Germany in 1991
‘make this an interesting time to study German. Germany. fogetner with most other European countries, has
‘adopted the euro as s currency, opening up new opportunites for commerce and trade. To find out more
‘about German-speaking countries and the language, Komm mit! (Come Along), and leam German.
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Tipps fiirs Deutschiernen

Tips for studying German

Listen

s important (o isten carefully and take
notes in class. Ask questions if you don't
understand, even if you think your
question s sily. Other people are.

ably wondering the same thing! You
/tbe able to understand everyining
hear, but don't get frustrated. You're

~

Pracice speaking German every day.
Talking with your teachers and
classmates is an easy and fun way to
Ieam. Don't be afraid to take risks when
speaking! Your mistakes wil nelp you
identiy problems and will show you
important difierences between the
structure of German and English.

Sbractice
Leaming a new language is lie leaming
0 play a sport or an instrument. You can't
spend one night practicing and then
expect (o play perectly the next moming
You didn't learn Enalish that way either

P ]

Increase your contact with German outside of class in every
way you can. Look for German programs such as Deutsche
‘Welle on TV, of rent German-ianguage videos and DVDs.
Magazines and newspapers in German are available at
Iibraries and bookstores in the United States. The Internet is
another source for German-language material, including
‘German websites with video or radio broadcasts. You won't
understand every word, but you can get a lot out of a story or
an ariicle by concentrating on words you recognize and doing
a e quesswork

janize

s important to be organized and eficient when learming
Throughout the textoook youl see tips for leaming, speaking,
reading, and writng (Lerntrick, Sprachtipp, Lesestrategie,
Schreibtipp) that will nelp you study smart. For starters. try
ooking for cognates. Cognates are words that look similar and
have the same meaning in German and English, such as
Musik and music. By recognizing which words are cognates,
you can then spend your time studying the words that look
completely unfamiliar.
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Sbractice

if3epming a new language is ik leaming
% play a sport or an instrument. You can't

end one night practicing and then
expect (o play perectly the next moming
‘You didn't learn Engiish that way either!
Short, daly study sessions are more.
effective than once-a-week cramming
sessions. Also, iry 1o practice with a
friend or a classmate, since language is
all about communication.

Schreibtipp) that will help you study smart. For starters, try
ooking for cognates. Cognates are words that look similar and
have the same meaning in German and English, such as
Musik and music. By recognizing which words are cognates,
you can then spend your time studying the words that look
completely unfamiliar.

nSonnect,

Because English s a Germanic 1anguage, your knowledge of
English can give you clues about the meanings of German
‘words such as Backerei (0skery) and schwimmen ({0 swim).
‘Some German and English words have roots n Latin or
Greek such as Atmosphare and atmosphere or Okonomie
and economy. You may find that leaming German will help you
in English class!

S Have funl

Above all, remember to have funl The more you try, the more
youl learn. Viel Gliick! (Good /uck), and Komm mit! (Corme.
along!)
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Vorschau
Komm mit!

German is the native language of nearly 100 million people in Austria, Germany,
Switzerland, Liechtenstein, and parts of France and Italy. Itis an official language of
Luxembourg and is used as a second language by many other people in central
Europe.
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Komm mit!

Come Along! -

‘You are now going to take a trp to the German-speaking countries of Deutschland, Osterreich, Schweiz, and Liechtenstein. As you listen to a description of these countries, try o locate on the map the places mentioned. When you
finshed, do the following activites.

1. Find and identiy:
2 a non-Geman-speaking country west of Germany
. a river that runs through Germany, Austra, and Hungary.
c. acity in norihern Germany; in Austria, in Liechtenstein
2 a Lookat the map of Germany.
. Lok at the map of Liechtenstein, Schweiz und Osterreich.
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There are many things that may come to mind when you hear of places like Germany, Switzerland,
Austria, and Liechtenstein. As you can see from these photos, life in these countries ranges from the
very traditional to the supermodern.

ICE, Intercity-Express

OLiechtenstein ‘OMatterhom, southwest of Zermatt
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State Opera in Vienna




